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Crashed car and paparazzi pics in Dic
as bad boy of German art heads for London

Jess Smee Berlin

A diminutive Queen raises her arm ina
Hitler salute and bakes swastika-shaped
cookies. Princess Diana is in bed along-
side two men with Down's syndrome.
Camilla has animal blood thrown at her.

In his latest Berlin performance
Christoph Schlingensief underlined his
reputation as the enfant terrible of the
German art world — and now the storm
of controversy is about to hit London.

Images from the blood and vomit
splattered stage production Kaprow City
will form part of his new art installation.
The piece, Last Hour, will be shownin a
warehouse gallery in east London next
Tuesday, he told the Guardian.

Described by its creator as a shrine,
the installation features the twisted
metalwork of a crashed car and three
films, including footage of a long tunnel
and paparazzi-style stills of “Diana”
taken from the contentious Berlin show.

“It is not meant as an attack ora
provocation,” Schlingensief insisted in
an interview with the Guardian. "1 am
just fascinated by how Diana has be-
come a modern icon, a myth. Conspiracy
theories and speculation have created a
mysterious figure. It's hard to separate
myth from reality.”

But what the 46-year-old German
artist and filmmaker intends as a com-
ment on the public obsession with the
Princess of Hearts has been given the
cold shoulder by the London art world.

The Diana-themed piece was origi-
nally destined for Regent's Park as part
of the Frieze Art fair — which runs from
October 12 to 15 . But, after negative
publicity, the organisers distanced
themselves from the installation, telling
news wires that “along with other
works, itis not allowed”,

Schlingensief said a number of large
galleries backed off from showing his
work, fearful of denting their reputa-
tions. “I've exhibited in many countries
but I've never seen anything like the
sensitivity of England to the Diana
theme. It’s genuinely caught me by sur-
prise,” said the seasoned provocateur.
“It’s all about memorials to the princess
and planting trees to remember her.
Leading galleries seem frightened of the
tabloid reactions. I thought Islam had a
strict approach to images, but England

|oc||'

Christoph Schlingensiel’s work Kaprow City was greeted by boos and laughter above the applause on its debut at Berlin’s radical Volksbiihne theatre

seems to have even tighter controls.”
For want of a bigger space, the Last
Hour willnow be shown in a gallery
space in Bethnal Green on October 10.
Adding to the controversy, Schlingen-
sief said the car wreckage used in the in-
stallation is part of the actual Mercedes

T thought Islam had a
strict approach to images,
but England [is worse]’

which crashed in August 1997, killing Di-
ana, Dodi Fayed and their chauffeur, The
Stevens inquiry into the car crash has re-
jected such claims, saying that they are
still in possession of the vehicle.
Schlingensief strongly denies that he
capitalises on shock and publicity stunts

~ even though he has made his name by
walking roughshod over taboos, eti-
quette and convention.

Standing out in his colourful career is
amasturbation scene added to a Shake-
speare production, former neo-Nazis re-
cruited as actors and a chorus line of
hundreds of honking seals imported for
a Wagner opera. In 2000 Schlingensief
created the Big Brother-inspired Please
Love Austrial installation, where CCTV
cameras were trained bn 12 asylum seek-
ers enclosed in containers on a square in
Vienna. The public voted which asylum
seeker would win the prize of a marriage,
and thus a secure home in Austria. Amid
the public outrage, Schlingensief de-
fended it as a statement against rising
support for the far right.

Berlin public opinion was sharply di-
vided following his Diana-themed stage

show. Both boos and laughter sounded
above the applause after Kaprow City's
debut, which was appropriately staged
at Berlin's Volksbiihne — the most radi-
cal theatre in the city.

The tabloids were indignant. “It was
Big Brother meets Buckingham Palace ...
Princess Diana did not deserve this and
nor did we,” sniffed Berlin’s BZ daily.
But other theatergoers saw the funny
side. “I don’t know what he was trying
to say, but it certainly wasn't dull,” said
a young woman at the premiere.

Among the memorable scenes, an
anonymous kilted Scot had his pubic
hair shaved and a woman recounted be-
ing given electric shocks. At another
point a mentally disturbed woman vom-
ited, doubling over the toilet while being
held by Princess Diana.

Schlingensief denied media reports

| that he had sent Prince William and

| Harry invitations to Kaprow City’s
premiere and they were “distraught”
about the play, which ends with Diana
being wrapped in plastic when she died.

“Those kids have lived through so
much that they can certainly differenti- |
ate between their real mother and media
versions of her,” he said, adding that the
princes themselves had generated con-
troversial headlines, such as when Harry
donned a Nazi uniform.

In the German-speaking world Schlin-
gensiefis famous for toying with Ger-
man post-war sensitivities in films like
The Last Hours in the Filhrer’s Bunker.

But some are running out of patience.
“At first it was interesting but now he
prompts people to yawn,” one German
critic said. “It's just provocation for
provocation’s sake.”
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We must fight Eumpe s bid
to take away our freedom

HE preposterous brigades of Brussels bureaucrats

are not the first to dream fondly of brushing Britain
off the world stage. A little more than 60 years ago -
Hitler planned to crush the British and force us into
his new Nazi super-state. Napoleon Bonaparte had
a similar plan a century earlier. This new threat from
the EU to break Britain down into a series of five new
“transnational” regions may not be made from the
barrel of a gun but it is equally unacceptable. _

Next May Germany takes over the presidency of the

EU and it plans to “permanently overcome old national
borders”. Under its scheme, parts of the UK will be
linked with other countries in Atlantic, North Sea and
Cross Channel regions and Britain will, in effect,
disappear. But why? If the EU gets its way it will have
the perfect springboard to launch a Eurepean property
tax. A United States of Europe will also come into
being with unprecedented levels of EU meddling into
our affairs. We have fought hard for our national
identity and self respect. We must never give it away.

Show us that justice is done

F JUSTICE is to be done it must be seen to be done.

Last June, Monmouth’s Tory MP David Davies and
his family were victims of burglary. Personal effects
worth thousands were stolen in the raid on their home.
The 17-year-old thief was soon caught and the courts
dealt with him under new Government rules for
sentencing juveniles. His punishment was “two years’
* detention and training”.

" But what does this mean? When Mr Davies asked
how much time the convicted youth would actually
serve behind bars he was met with a wall of silence.
The police, probation service, court officials and even
the Home Office could give him no'answers. The public
has a right to know what penalties courts impose.

This lack of transparency destroys our confidence
in the justice system. There is no point catching
a criminal if the punishment does not fit the crime.

_Bﬁywtt sick Diana play

WHAT are we to make of the new play about the
death of Princess Diana that features scenes of
a character, supposed to be the Queen, giving the Nazi .
salute? Kaprow City opens in Berlin later this month
and is due to be staged here next month. Its German
creator Christoph Schlingensief calls himself an artist
and also wants to turn his bizarre fantasy into a film.
We sympathise with the Queen, who will rightly take
offence at this tasteless lampoon. Diana’s sons will
also be aggrieved at this shoddy bid to make money
out of their real tragedy. The people behind this
crass entertainment want to cash in by shocking
and offending. Let’s not give them that satisfaction.
Give this stunt the cold shoulder it so richly deserves.

Rural life is worth saving

STAND up for Britain’s green and pleasant land.
Country folk fear that rural Britain is heading for
extinction and they’ve produced a 10-point survival
plan. The must-save list includes red squirrels; water
voles, Tamworth pigs and dry stone walling. But what
about quiet country lanes, friendly wayside inns and
cricket on the village green, as we had 40 years ago?
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36) spielen! Christoph
Schlingensief (45), das beriihmte
fant terrible’ der deutschen
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HEIL AND ARTY:
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By Camilla Tominey
ROYAL EDITOR

A CONTROVERSIAL play about’
Princess Diana in which the
Queen gives a Nazi salute is cer-
tain to provoke fury when it is
shown at the same.time as an

“influential art event.

The so-called “dynamic installation”
is’ ‘by German artist Christoph
Schlingensief, who-has created works
about rapists-and staged a show fea-

turing real neo-Nazis:
Kaprow - City is -expected to- be

staged during the second week of
October; to coincide with the London

Freize Art Fair in' Regent’s Park: It is

due to open-at the Volksbuehne the-

atre in Berlin on September 13.

The play is likely to touch a nerve
with - Princes - William - and Harry.
Princess - Diana’s‘. sons issued 'a
-statement earlier this year eriticising
people they believe are exploiting their
mother’s memory.

The portrayal of the Queen as a Nazi
is-bound to cause offence, not only in
royal circles, but among Second World
War -veterans, whose cause she has
always ‘made ‘a priority. To make
matters worse, Schlingensief is also
planning to turn the production into a
feature film with the help of fellow
director Lars von Trier.

Von Trier’s involvement will give the
project. credibility because  he has
worked with Hollywood stars including
Nicole Kidman and Lauren Bacall,
whom he directed in the film Dogville.

Last night Schlingensief was reluc-
tant to give too many details. He would
only say: “This is a very sensitive topic.
I've_had this project in my mind for
three years = and until ‘now I have
preferred to keep it private.”

He added that filming in London
would have to take place in" secret

because he thinks British people over-
react to-anything involving Princess
Diana:

He said: “Diana is considered a
.saint in England and everyone turns
into a nervous wreck as soon as you
mention her name.

“I"-consider her .a . ‘repainted’
character, - constantly being  re-
interpreted.

“All these people leaving flowers by
the tunnel where she died - that’s
nothing to do with her death, its: just
part of the huge machine surrounding
her. I am very interested .in° what
happened in the hour of her death. It
fills me with artistic inspiration.”

He also hinted that he, von Trier and
the film crew would be staying at the
Ritz Hotel in Paris. ‘

Ini a previous interview he made the

bizarre statement: “I have very inter-

esting information' that Diana really
died in Londen, not in Paris, and will
reconstruct this new truth.” The play

islikely to attract fierce eriticism when
it is shown in London next month.

Joan Berry, founder of the Diana
Circle of admirers of the late Princess,
branded the project “disgusting”.

She said: “Diana was an inspiration
and should be remembered with rev-
erence and respect; not lampooned in
this “way. This ‘man shouldn’t be
allowed to stage such nonsense, espe-
cially not in London.”

A spokesman for the London Freize
Art Fair, which is ‘in its fourth year,
denied the event had any connection
with the play.

He ‘said: “The play might be being
put on :somewhere to -coincide  with
Freize Week, but it has nothing direct-
ly to do with us.”

In"August,” Schlingensief - insulted
Mozart - fans = with -a~ production
entitled - Chickenballs: The" Testicle
Park, where the composer was shown
indulging in an obscene act. The play
was . -shown. as part-of celebrations

n she portrays

Mozart’s birth.
““Schlingensief’s - 2004 " production
about ‘Wagner attracted similar out-
rage. A film of dead rabbits decompos-
ing was projected over the stage at the
end of the performance. :

Alex Ross, music critic of The New
Yorker magazine, reported: “The audi-
ence responded with the loudest boos
T've heard outside of Yankeé Stadium.”

In both . Schlingensief’s play. and
film, ‘Diana is to be played by the
‘German  actress - Jenny  Elvers-
Elbertzhagen:

She 'says she has been reading
everything she ‘can get her hands on
about the troubled princess: ‘

“It’s a big challenge,” she said. “The
more'1 get prepared for this role, the
more tearful I get thinking about her
destiny. . .Diana:is- 'still . incredibly
fascinating.”

OPINION: PAGE 26
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,Smaa:m the 250th- anniversary of

Burgled
MP left
in dark
on thief”
sentence

By Kirsty Buchanamn
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR

A -CAMPAIGNING V.
who has been fighting f
clarity in-court.sentenc
can't find out how long t]
burglar - who -ransack

his -home  will spe1
behind bars.

Angry - Tory . bac
bencher David Davies lo

valuables * worth- tho
sands of pounds -in" tt
raid in June. A 17-year-o
youth got: . “two. year
detention "and . trainin;
for the crime, but the M
says no‘one can tell hi
what this actually means

Mr: Davies has quizze
the ““probation  servic
police and court officia
in vain'=:and.even t}
Home Office: .could. on
suggest the thief wou
“probably” spend half tt

sentence in custody.

The angry Monmout
MP: said: “I -aman. M
with a specific interest i
the issue. of honesty i
sentencing.-If -1 cann«

find ‘out what ‘this' mear

WHAT DO YOU THINK -
IS BRITAIN'S SENTENCING
SYSTEM NOW IN'CHAOS?
YES - 0901 031 1511
NO - 0801 031 1512
VES text SXVOTE A to
82100
NO text SXVOTE B to
82100

Calls cost 25p from a BT
landline. Voting closes at
midnight tonight.

Texts cost 25p plus network

operator rate.

what chance has anyon
else got?

_ “The public has a clea
right to know what a ser
tence actually means bu
no one seems:to have:th
foggiest what this one i
all about.”

His  family - lost pass
ports, iPods, camcorder:
cameras, more than £40
in" cash: and acar in th
break-in.

And  -although - M
Davies" asked ‘to be tol
the date of the court case
he only found out about i
when it was reported i
his local paper.

He added: “When a sen
tence is handed down i
should be honest  ani

< clear to everyone what. i

means - and that means :
sentence which spells ou
exactly. how much timi

_ will be served to the day.

““You can then arguc
about whether that sen
tence is too lenient or not

“Sentences being hand
ed down are deliberately
meant to confuse the pub

justhow lenient they are.’

lic so they do not realisc

OPINION: PAGE 26
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Flierl steht hinter Riickgabe von Berlins wichtigstem

Kirchners ,StraRenszene” ist
fiir Berlin offenbar verloren, Ges-
ternim" Kulturausschuss: betonte
Senator Thomas Flierl (PDS), dass
die Riickgabe an die Erben des ji-

dischen Saminlers am 1.8, tmab-*

wendbar war. Am 8.1L soll es bei
Christie’s fiir 14 bis 19,5 Mio. Euro

.- FOTO: PROMO/VOLKSBUHNE

Das Party- irl hat es nun auch

ins seriose Fach geschafft: Jenny
Elvers-Elbertzhagen (33) spielt ab

13. September in Christoph Schlin-

gensiefs , Kaprow City“ an der

Volksbiihne die Prinzessin Diana.

Das Gesicht weif§ geschmink,
der blonde Bob verwiistet, das
schwarze Jackett beschmiert: Es ist
die Szene aus dem Tunnel, in dem’
Lady Di am 31. August 1997 starb.

Doch wie ist Jenny an Schlingen-

sief und die Volksbiihne geraten?
Ganz einfach: Jennys Mann Gétz

nialer Agent und brachte die bei-

-versteigert werden;

Elbertzhagen entpuppte sich als ge-

ibt Kirc

Klaus. Wowe-
reit hat bereits angekiindigt, Berlin
werde nicht mitbieten. o
Abgeordnete von CDU, Griinen -
und “ externe Experten warfen
Flierl vor, er habe nicht hart genug
verhandelt. Das Land habe in vo-
rauseilendem Gehorsam gegen-

den zusammen. Jenny sagt:,Ich ha-

be Schlingensiefs Arbeit schon im-

mer bewundert.“ Und der Regisseur

beteuert: ,Ich wollte unbedingt mit
Jenny arbeiten. Sie hat in den letz-
ten Jahren enorm an sich gearbei-

tet. Ich finde ihre Entwicklung toll*

Die Zeiten, als man iiber die

Skandalnudel Jenny mif den knap-

rverloren

Expressionistengemilde

{ber den Erben: versaumt, - das

- wichtige Gemalde durch Geld und

Verhandlungen fiir die Stadt zu
retten. Fiir die Parlamentssitzung

am Donnerstag erwiigt die CDU
_einen Misstrauensantrag gegen

Flierl, der Landesvermégen ver-

mnEmz%ﬁ habe.

- Und spitestens nachdem sie in Ber-

linim; Jedermann® die Buhlschaft

der Biihne tiberzeugt. -

Das Stiick von Christoph Schlin-

gensief ist allerdings eine ,Begeh
bare Installation“. Wie das ge-
nau aussehen wird, ist noch

geheim. Nur so viel: Der Zu-

pen Kleidehen nurin den Klatsch-

spalten berichteté, sind vorbei.
Schon bei der Berlinalé iiber-

schlugen sich die Film-Kritiker vor

Begeisterung: Jenny Elvers-Elbertz-

‘hagen spielte in Detlev Bucks

sKnallhart” eine Neukollner Mutter.

schauer kann Jenny Elvers-
Elbertzhagen aus nachster
Nihe bewundern:;

- Volksbiihne am Rosa-
Luxemburg-PL,ab 13.9,, je
19.30 Uhr, Karten 10-30
Euro, 2240 65777, haf

gab, weifd man, dass sie auch auf

,_,sm==mq-mﬁ=m= im
‘Automobil Forum

»Urbane Strukturen, Berlin - New
York" zeigt der Maler und Graphi-
ker.Gerd Winner aus Brain-
schweig in‘seiner Ausstellung im
Automobil Forum Unter den Lin-
den. Seine quietschbunten Colla-
gen aus-Acrylfarbe auf Leinwand
vergleichen Stadtansichten der
Metropolen.

Daniel Radcliffe spielt

| in TV-Kriegsdrama

Der ,Harry Potter“-Darsteller Da-
niel Radcliffe wird in einem TV-
Kriegsfilm den Sohn des Schrift-
stellers Rudyard Kipling (,Das
Dschungelbuch®) spielen. Die
Dreharbeiten zu ,,My Boy Jack“
beginnen Anfang 2007. .

,.Der Kick* als Film des
Monats empfohlen

Die Jury der Evangelischen Film-
arbeit hat ,Der Kick® von Andres
Veiel als Film des Monats empfoh-
len. Erkennbar sei hier eine be-

- kiemmende seelische Verwahrlo-

sung und Gewaltbereitschaft, die
ihre Wurzeln ,in‘der Perspektivio-
sigkeit der Dorfbewohner” :mvm.,

FoTo: PROMO - hiach;

zinierend:

Lesenswert

Mensch und Monster

Was macht Men-
~ schen zu Mons-
. tern? Stefan Har-

bort geht in sei-
- nem Buch ,Das

Serienmorder-

Prinzip® (Droste

Verlag, 18,95 Eu-
to) dieser Frage
sprach  mit
mehr als 50 verurteilten: Serien-
mordern. Erschreckend und fas-

Hérenswert

Rogers Minnersachen

Der Mann

| trgt Sina-
tra-Hit-

chen und

| er Klingt

, aber todtraurig
FOTO: PICTURE-ALLIANCE/D

-Schwierigkeiten,

o)

DIE SC

Waldbiihne o
Max Raabes verregnete
Reise um die Welt

»unter einem  Regenschirm am
Abend” - der Song-Titel war Pro-
gramm. Wo sonst Korper im Takt
- schwingen, wippte am Sonntag in
der Waldbithne " ein. Meer - aus
- bunten Schirmen. 19 000 Fans wa-

ren- gekommen, um Max” Raabe
und sein Palast-Orchester zu beju-
beln. Zum Dank nahm er sein
Publikum auf eine musikalische
Weltreise mit, sang neben eng-

lischen, ‘italienischen und franzé- -
sischen Liedern sogar ein chinesi-

sches.

Trotz des triiben Wetters sorgten

Raabe und Orchester fiir zahlrei-

che heitere Momente, peg

%

Philharmonie

Barenhoims Botschaft

Mit: seineni: ;Ramallah Concert*
inszenierte  Star-Dirigent  Daniel
Barenboim das politisch wichtigs-
te Musikereignis des letzten Jah-

.res: Junge Israelis spielten mit Pa-

lastinensern inmitten”von Israels
Riickzug aus dem Gazastreifen.
Nun verkiindet sein West Eastern

Divan Orchestra Beethovens  ge-
waltigstes, versohnlichstes Werk
in ganz Europa: die 9. Symphonie.
Sie begleitete die Wiedervereini-

gung, gab der EU eine Hymne.

Wer am Sonntag in der Philhar-
monie “saf3, war mitgerissen von
der selbstbewussten Interpretati-
on der teilweise minderjihrigen
Musiker. Jubelrufe fiir einen Mo-
ment der. Briderlichkeit. bk

auch = so,

nur - auf

Deutsch:

Roger Ci-

cero hat' Foto: PROMO
dent :

Swing -im Blut. “Auf
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